
The Parish of Bracknell 

Compline for Holy Week 2024 - Wednesday 

Preparation 

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.  
Amen. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 
who made heaven and earth. 

  

Most merciful God, 
we confess to you, 
before the whole company of heaven and one another, 
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 
and in what we have failed to do. 
Forgive us our sins, 
heal us by your Spirit 
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen. 

  

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

  

The Word of God 

  

The Psalm 

Psalm 71 

In you, O Lord, I take refuge; 
    let me never be put to shame. 
In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 
    incline your ear to me and save me. 
Be to me a rock of refuge, 
    a strong fortress, to save me, 



    for you are my rock and my fortress. 

 
For you, O Lord, are my hope, 
    my trust, O Lord, from my youth. 
Upon you I have leaned from my birth; 
    it was you who took me from my mother’s womb. 
My praise is continually of you. 

I have been like a portent to many, 
    but you are my strong refuge. 
My mouth is filled with your praise, 
    and with your glory all day long. 
  

O God, do not be far from me; 
    O my God, make haste to help me! 
I will hope continually, 
    and will praise you yet more and more. 
My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, 
    of your deeds of salvation all day long, 
    though their number is past my knowledge. 
I will come praising the mighty deeds of the Lord God, 
    I will praise your righteousness, yours alone. 

O God, from my youth you have taught me, 
    and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. 
So even to old age and grey hairs, 
    O God, do not forsake me, 
until I proclaim your might 
    to all the generations to come.  
Your power and your righteousness, O God, 
    reach the high heavens. 

I will praise you with the harp 
    for your faithfulness, O my God; 
I will sing praises to you with the lyre, 
    O Holy One of Israel. 
My lips will shout for joy 
    when I sing praises to you; 
    my soul also, which you have rescued. 
All day long my tongue will talk of your righteous help, 
    for those who tried to do me harm 
    have been put to shame, and disgraced. 



Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

  

Scripture Reading 

Isaiah 11 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
    or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;  
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,  
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  
They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.  
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 



For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 
I commend my spirit. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit. 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

Keep me as the apple of your eye. 
Hide me under the shadow of your wings. 

  

The Nunc Dimittis 

Save us, O Lord, while waking, 
and guard us while sleeping, 
that awake we may watch with Christ 
and asleep may rest in peace. 

  

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 
your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation  
which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 

A light to reveal you to the nations  
    and the glory of your people Israel. 

Luke 2.29-32 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen.   

  

Save us, O Lord, while waking, 
and guard us while sleeping, 
that awake we may watch with Christ 
and asleep may rest in peace. 

  

Prayers 

Let us pray to the Father through his Son 
who suffered on the cross for the world’s redemption. 
Fill the Church with your Spirit and 



Give to Christian people everywhere a deep longing 
to take up the cross and to understand its mysterious glory. 
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Amen 

Bless those who lead the Church’s worship at this solemn time 
In the preaching of the word and the celebration of the sacraments  
draw your people close to you. 
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Amen 

Strengthen everyone who is preparing for baptism, 
together with their teachers, sponsors and families  
Teach them what it means to die and rise with Christ  
and prepare them to receive the breath of his Spirit. 
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Amen 

Look in your mercy upon the world you loved so much| 
that you sent your Son to suffer and to die 
Strengthen those who work to share 
the reconciliation won at such a cost upon the cross. 
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Amen 

Bring healing by the wounds of Christ 
to all who are weighed down by pain and injustice 
Help the lonely and the betrayed, the suffering and the dying, 
to find strength in the companionship of Jesus, 
and in his passion to know their salvation. 
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Amen 

Welcome into paradise all who have left this world in your friendship  
According to your promises, 
bring them with all your saints 
to share in all the benefits of Christ’s death and resurrection.  
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Amen 

 

The Collect 

Visit this place, O Lord, we pray, 
and drive far from it the snares of the enemy; 



may your holy angels dwell with us and guard us in peace, 
and may your blessing be always upon us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

  

The Conclusion 

In peace we will lie down and sleep; 
for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 
for the night is at hand and the day is now past. 

As the night watch looks for the morning, 
do do we look for you, O Christ. 

  

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 
the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us;  
the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace. 
Amen. 
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