
The Parish of Bracknell 

Compline for Holy Week 2024 - Tuesday 

Preparation 

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.  
Amen. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 
who made heaven and earth. 

  

Most merciful God, 
we confess to you, 
before the whole company of heaven and one another, 
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 
and in what we have failed to do. 
Forgive us our sins, 
heal us by your Spirit 
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen. 

  

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

  

The Word of God 

  

The Psalm 

 

Verses from Psalm 139 

 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
     you discern my thoughts from far away. 



You search out my path and my lying down, 

    and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Even before a word is on my tongue, 
    O Lord, you know it completely. 

 

Where can I go from your spirit? 
    Or where can I flee from your presence? 
If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
If I take the wings of the morning 
    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
even there your hand shall lead me, 
    and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
    and the light around me become night’, 
even the darkness is not dark to you; 
    the night is as bright as the day, 
    for darkness is as light to you. 

 

For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
    Wonderful are your works; 
    that I know very well. 
My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 
    intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
    In your book were written 
    all the days that were formed for me, 
    when none of them as yet existed. 

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
    How vast is the sum of them! 
I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
    I come to the end—I am still with you. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 



and shall be for ever. Amen. 

  

Scripture Reading 

 

Verses from Isaiah 49: 

Listen to me, O coastlands, 
    pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
The Lord called me before I was born, 
    while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 
    in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow, 
    in his quiver he hid me away. 
And he said to me, ‘You are my servant, 
    Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ 
But I said, ‘I have laboured in vain, 
    I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
yet surely my cause is with the Lord, 
    and my reward with my God.’ 

And now the Lord says, 
    who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 
    and that Israel might be gathered to him, 
for I am honoured in the sight of the Lord, 
    and my God has become my strength— 
he says, 
‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
    to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
    and to restore the survivors of Israel; 
I will give you as a light to the nations, 
    that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’  

Thus says the Lord, 
    the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 
    the slave of rulers, 
‘Kings shall see and stand up, 
    princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
because of the Lord, who is faithful, 



    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.’ 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.  
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 
I commend my spirit. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit. 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

Keep me as the apple of your eye. 
Hide me under the shadow of your wings. 

  

The Nunc Dimittis 

Save us, O Lord, while waking, 
and guard us while sleeping, 
that awake we may watch with Christ 
and asleep may rest in peace. 

  

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 
your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation  
which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 

A light to reveal you to the nations  
    and the glory of your people Israel. 

Luke 2.29-32 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen.   

  

Save us, O Lord, while waking, 
and guard us while sleeping, 
that awake we may watch with Christ 
and asleep may rest in peace. 



  

Prayers 

Let us pray to the Father through his Son 
who suffered on the cross for the world’s redemption. 
Fill the Church with your Spirit and 
Give to Christian people everywhere a deep longing 
to take up the cross and to understand its mysterious glory. 
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Amen 

Bless those who lead the Church’s worship at this solemn time 
In the preaching of the word and the celebration of the sacraments  
draw your people close to you. 
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Amen 

Strengthen everyone who is preparing for baptism, 
together with their teachers, sponsors and families  
Teach them what it means to die and rise with Christ  
and prepare them to receive the breath of his Spirit. 
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Amen 

Look in your mercy upon the world you loved so much| 
that you sent your Son to suffer and to die 
Strengthen those who work to share 
the reconciliation won at such a cost upon the cross. 
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Amen 

Bring healing by the wounds of Christ 
to all who are weighed down by pain and injustice 
Help the lonely and the betrayed, the suffering and the dying,  
to find strength in the companionship of Jesus, 
and in his passion to know their salvation. 
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Amen 

Welcome into paradise all who have left this world in your friendship  
According to your promises, 
bring them with all your saints 
to share in all the benefits of Christ’s death and resurrection.  
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 



Amen 

 

The Collect 

Visit this place, O Lord, we pray, 
and drive far from it the snares of the enemy; 
may your holy angels dwell with us and guard us in peace,  
and may your blessing be always upon us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

  

The Conclusion 

In peace we will lie down and sleep; 
for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 
for the night is at hand and the day is now past. 

As the night watch looks for the morning, 
do do we look for you, O Christ. 

  

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 
the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us; 



the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace. 
Amen. 
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